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A Note From Fr. Bob
New life in Buildings and Ministry!
Dear Folks:
We have been blessed over the years by individuals who have stepped forward to fund
things like tenting the buildings, or helping to
replace the air conditioners, or painting the
buildings and other capital improvement work.
At our June Vestry meeting, as we met in the
hot parish hall and came to grips with the need
to replace the air conditioner equipment, we
again were thankful for the many folks who
help us in keeping things together, but, at the
same time, feeling the need to help maximize
our effectiveness in taking care of our buildings.
We will need to establish a new pattern of raising capital funds to take care of those nagging
things we all notice such as the interior painting
of the church; reworking the interior and exterior of the west wall of the church; not to mention the other issues with other buildings on our
campus.

Trust, of course, although the process is unpredictable, slow and will not provide for any
interior work to our buildings. If you followed
the Legislature's budget battle this last session,
you know that our little applications get caught
in the political crossfire, and we end up close,
but not a yet a recipient.
Nevertheless, we keep trying. We submitted our
Parish Hall application for the third time last
month.
As important as the buildings are, however,
unless they are a means toward being the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement in Palatka,
they are not much use to us. So part of the excitement for us is envisioning ourselves moving
into the future revitalized in ministry as well as
buildings!
Blessings,
Fr/ Bob

We will get a lot more bang for our buck if we
work in concert with the Florida Preservation

Cub Scout
Blue and Gold Banquet
at St. Mark’s
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Bazaar Notions!

round; she sold over $700 worth of items
well before the Bazaar and donated the proceeds
to our effort. It is her heart’s desire to see us succeed. So while we enjoyed the support of many
St. Mark’s members, we were also blessed by the
generosity of many friends and family members
not associated with St. Mark’s. Linda Darden’s
family is another example: several members sent
wonderful handmade items, preloved decorator
items and delicious baked goods, all of which
found good homes.
It is almost July and we really need
to get on with the donation roundup.
Things that sold well included: furniture
(it it’s not perfect, we have people who
can spruce it up or repurpose it), dishes,
glassware, collectibles, holiday decorations, canned and baked goods, yard décor,
shelving, books, pictures and picture
frames, children’s items.
We have storage, courtesy of Nancy and
Mike Phelps, and we can pick up large items or
boxes for your convenience. We need time to
spruce up items, plan our layout and get pricing
done so sale set up day is not so overwhelming!
The last lesson we learned is the joy of
working together as a team for a good purpose,
which is to get the kitchen updated. Be part of the
fun! We can’t do it without you! For more information, or to arrange a drop off or pick up,
please call Denise Robinson at 352-685-2261 or
Nancy Phelps at 328-3830/546-0224. October will
be here before we know it!

St. Mark’s fundraising event, “Celebration of the
Seasons,” debuted in 2016 and was deemed a success in more ways than one. Beyond being a financial success, which was the goal, it yielded
many other benefits and lessons we weren’t expecting.
The first lesson was that we all have piles
of “stuff” we are not using (large and small and of
great variety) that can easily be turned into cash
to benefit St. Mark’s. The broad selection of donations ranged from pictures to
exercise equipment, jewelry to fabulous
baked goods.
The second lesson was that anyone of any age can participate! Allison
France, one of our youngest participants,
was leafing through a magazine and saw
a photo of a real pumpkin planted beautifully
with succulents. She grows succulents, and with
the help of her family, bought pumpkins, put
them together, brought them to the bazaar and
completely sold out. Allison then proceeded to go
get more pumpkins for the next day, and again,
sold out.
Our oldest participant at 88, Joyce Drane
has been working Bazaar magic for Episcopal
churches for 7 decades. She makes beautifully
embellished Christmas stockings, tree skirts and
table runners. A member of Grace Episcopal
Church in Ocala, it is not uncommon for her to
outfit generation after generation with special
stockings. She works on these projects year

2017
Cub Scout
Rain Gutter
Regatta
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Don’t miss out on these beautiful
arrangements by Allison France

Logan makes her debut

Boy Scout Troop 236
2017
Camp Powhatan
Blueridge, Virginia
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Crepe Myrtle Sale and Breakfast
To benefit building fund for
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church—200 N. 2nd Street
July 15, 2017
Deadline for Preorders—July 7, 2017

Catawba - Upright, small tree growing up to 12 feet tall and wide; deep
purple blooms; orange-red fall foliage.

Peppermint Lace—Upright & slightly
spreading shrub growing 8 to 12 feet tall;
deep rose pink bloom edged in white.

Seminole - Dense shrub growing 8 to
12 feet tall; clear medium pink blooms.

Acoma - Semipendulous shrub with
blooms hanging down loosely growing 812 feet tall; white blooms.

Tonto
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- Dense shrub
growing up to
feet tall; red/

Candy Apple - Dark red blooms; grows
10-15’ tall.

Muskogee - Upright, tall tree growing
up to 20 feet tall ; light lavender blooms;
orange-red fall foliage.
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Please pick up preorders:
Saturday, July 15, 2017
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
St. Mark’s cannot be
responsible for
crepe myrtles after
12 pm Sat. July 15
For more information or to
place orders call:
Teddy Nichols
328-4274
or 937-9189
or Nancy Phelps
328-3830

The Kneeler Project
By Denise Robinson
St. Mark’s is steeped in history and contains lovely old things that make the church so special. Many years ago (we think 60 years or more), four gorgeous communion rail kneelers were
created that have served the church very well. Built to last, these lovely kneelers are starting to
show wear.
Did you know that most kneeler designs are original and specific to the church they are in
and that most are created through the dedicated efforts of church members? I started researching
how kneelers come about, what it costs to create or restore kneelers and how long such a project
would take. I was astounded at how much information is available, how long it takes and how
much it costs. But being a needle pointer myself, I know it is a project that can be successfully accomplished under the right circumstances.
I have ordered and read as many books on the subject as I could find and I have talked to
several very gracious and helpful experts on the topic. Our options are to restore or replace the
kneelers depending on what we find when we take them apart. We know the innards have turned
to dust, we know some areas of the canvas have become threadbare and we know the kneelers
have probably never been cleaned and show evidence of wine, wax and soil.
Needlepoint is not a fast process so we know we need temporary kneelers while we study
the canvases and make a decision to restore or replace. As far as the designs go, I have not seen
any prettier designs than what we have, and the experts agree they are beautiful designs. Wool is
expensive, and canvas is expensive; to replace them would run somewhere in the vicinity of $700
for materials alone.
Stewart and I have made the decision to sponsor the temporary kneelers so that is covered
and they are in the process of being completed. I am asking that you consider sponsoring a
kneeler as a memorial or as a gift to the church. Additionally, if you know anything about the history or our kneelers, we’d love to have that information. For more information about this project,
please call me at 352-685-2261. Thank you!
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July

July

1st
9th

Ella Lindsay
Erwin Tyson

8th Bill and Gertie Heath

11th
17th

Martha Preston
Bud Brosky

19th Mike and Dawn Akers

17th Art and Teddy Nichols
25th Fr. Bob and Diane Marsh

20th Allison France
23rd Amelia Sloan
27th Audrey Phinney
31st Erika Meyer
Bronwyn Porch

Wednesday night
Parish Dinners
are on vacation
for the Summer!

Christian One-liners
♥ The best vitamin for a Christian is B1.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
200 Main Street
Office: 211 Madison Street
Mailing address: P.O. Box 370, Palatka, FL 32178
Phone: 386-328-1474 - Fax: 386-325-2218
E-Mail: office@stmarkspalatka.org Web Site: www.stmarkspalatka.org
The Church Office hours are Monday through Wednesday from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.
On Thursday 10 am to 3pm. The office will be closed from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm during lunch.
\

The deadline for the next newsletter is Wednesday, July 26th
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